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It was founded immediately after
Hitler's advent to power for the
specific purpose of preventing
opposition to, or criticism of, the
government, and for eliminating
potential adversaries or politically
undesirable elements, whether
Germans or citizens of subjugated
countries. Members of the Ges-
tapo were recruited from the most
rabid Nazi party adherents.

Originally there was a Gestapo
in each individual German state;
thus the Prussian organization was
the instrument of Goering in his
capacity of Prussian prime minis-
ter. Beginning with that of
Bavaria in Nov., 1933, these bodies
were amalgamated under Himm-
ler, and soon wielded unlimited
power of Life and death over all
Germans and subject persons.
Their ramifications and spies
penetrated into every corner of
public and private life ; searches,
arrests, detention in concentration
camps, tortures, and murders
were uncontrolled, and against
the Gestapo there was no appeal.
Every member of the organization,
which totalled 40,000, most of
whom operated in mufti, had
authority over all over officials,
irrespective of rank, and could
draw upon the S.S. and armed
forces for assistance.

Strict discipline was maintained,
and eventually members were
themselves spied upon by a super-
Gestapo (Sicherheits Dienst, secur-
ity service, numbering 3,000).
The virtual head of the Gestapo
under Himmler was Heydrich,
assassinated at Prague in 1942 ;
he was succeeded by the Aust-
rian Kaltenbrunner. The Gestapo
and S.D. were both indicted as
criminal organizations at the
Nuremberg trials and found guilty
on all counts. Consult Gestapo,
E. Crankshaw, 1956.

Gesta Romanorum (Deeds of
the Romans). Medieval collection
of tales from Roman history and
other sources, probably compiled
about the close of the 13th century
to provide stories to enforce or
enliven lessons from the pulpit.
The collection was first printed at
Utrecht in 1473, the first English
edition being issued by Wynkyn
de Worde about 1510. There have
been many later versions, the
fullest being that by C. Swan,
1824, new ed. 1905.

Gestation '(Lat. gestatio}. The
act of carrying the young in the
womb or uterus from conception to
birth. In the human species the
average duration of gestation is
278 days^ No legal limit is laid
down in England or Scotland for

Gethsemane.   The garden near Jerusalem which
tradition marks aa the scene of Christ's betrayal

divorce proceedings or deciding made a Roman province. The
legitimacy. In 1921 Lord Birken- Getae were considered noteworthy
head held on medical evidence by the Greeks for their prowess as
that 331 days was not impossible, cavalry, for their belief in the im-
See Pregnancy.                               mortality of the soul, and for theii
Gesture   Language.       Com-   worship of Salmoxis,  sometimes
munication of thought by move-   identified with Sabazius the Thra-
ments of parts of the body other   cian Dionysus,
than the organs of speech. Gesture       They were in no way akin to the
may be (1) explicit, as in pointing   Goths, by whom they were ab-
or holding up a coin;   (2) panto-   sorbed in the 3rd century,
mimic, as in pretending to drink;       Gethsemane.  Isolated spot on
(3) emotional, as in shrugging the   the slope of theMt. of Olives, about
shoulders ;    (4)   conventional,  as   j- m. from Jerusalem. A garden in
in raising the hat.                            Gethsemane was a favourite resort
of Christ, and it was
there, or near by, that
He was betrayed by
Judas. A garden, still
preserved as the actual
one, is considered by
modern explorers to be
too near the city walls.
Excavations were
carried out in the
garden in 1920, in the
course of which remains
of a 4th century and a
13th century church
were discovered. The
mibiect of the
Z garfeL hi
All these forms denote concrete   painters, e.g.   Bellini,  Mantegna,
ideas   rather   than   words.    The   to   produce   masterpieces.      See
last three may consist of grimace ;    Jerusalem.
the first three are mutally in- Getter. Device used in high
telligible to persons of every grade    vacuum apparatus to remove the
of culture when for any reason   last traces of gas. In the manu-
unable or unwishful to converse   facture of thermionic valves for
by speech. Conventional gesture   radio, cathode ray tubes, etc., it is
may be unintelligible without pro-    essential to attain a high state of
vious explanation. Natural ges-    vacuum. This is effected by vari-
tuie never attained the power to   ous forms of vacuum pump, and
communicate abstract ideas, or to   the valve is then sealed with a
represent the more complex parts   getter inside, usually in the form
of speech. It reached its highest   of a fiat pellet. The getter is then
developments in recent centuries   volatilised by electrical heating,
among the Indians of the N.   usually induction, and by some
American plains and the populace    means, either chemical combin-
of Naples.                                       ation or physico-chemical absorp-
No normally speechless com-   tion, it collects such gases as
munity has ever been recorded,   remain and then deposits itself on
Voluntary vows of silence, such as   the inner surface of the glass bulb
those taken by some Trappist   of the valve. Getters are corn-
monks, and the involuntary silence   monly made of barium, aluminium,
of deaf mutes have led to the in-    magnesium, and their alloys. See
vention of conventional systems,    Thermionic Valve: Vacuum,
more or less elaborate, of manual Gettysburg. Bor. and co. seat
signs. Sec also Language ; Pho-    of Adams co., Pennsylvania,U.iS.A.
netics; consult A Psychology of   It is 70 m. N. of Washington and
Gesture, C. Wolff, 1945.                   25 m. S.W. of Earrisburg by rly.
Getae. Thracian tribe, later   It was planned in 1780, named
called Daci. Their earliest home    after General James Gettye, made
was on both banks of the Ister    a co. seat in 1800, and a bor. in
(Danube) from its mouth as far as    1806. Of its two Lutheran institu-
the Tisza (Theiss). Burbista    tions, the theological seminary
(Boerebista) founded a Daco-    dates from 1826 and Gettysburg
Getio kingdom about 50 B.o.,which   College from 1832. The field of
after his death fell to pieces. It   the great battle of July 1863, was
was revived during the early em-    dedicated in Nov., 1863, as a
pire, but the territory was con-    national cemetery; it contains
quered by Trajan (A.D. 106) and    3,629 graves and a number of